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The summer months have proven
to be very busy for the Orpheum
Committee. On July 7, 18 volunteers
spent the. day "peeling" the
aluminum facade off the theater and

adjacent building to once again ex-
pose the original facades. (The
aluminum was recycled.) The Or-
pheum's facade was in surprisingly
good condition, although tuckpoint-
ing, painting, and general rehabilita-
tion work are needed. As expected,
the cornice is no longer extant, but
"ghosts" of its size and location re-
main. The Committee gives a special
thank you to the clean-up crew and
Michael Markstahler, the project
coordinator and supervisor.

The needs assessment consultant

chosen by the Committee arrived in
late July for a site visit. Michael Hardy
of ArtSoft Management, Inc. spent an
action packed two days visiting with
local politicians, city administrators,
businessmen, developers, and arts af-
filiated individuals. Over 60 people
attended a public meeting to express
their concern about the future of the

Orpheum and to suggest possible
uses for the building.

Hardy was very impressed with the
Orpheum Theater and its good state
of preservation. A key factor for the
theater's redevelopment is the at-
tached warehouse building to the
south, since this is pure "develop-
ment space." Although Hardy's final
report is not expected until Sep-
tember, some preliminary sugges-
tions for possible reuse include a chil-
dren's museum, second-run theater,
film production studio, or civic au-
ditorium. The Committee is following
up on all the suggestions and invites
further ideas.
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The Committee hopes to schedule
a study session with the Champaign
City Council for October at which
time proposals for the theater's reuse
will be presented. PACA strongly en-
courages all interested individuals to

attend this very important meeting to
show their support for the theater.
The date and time will be announced
later.

Although the theater is structurally
in good condition, the Committee is
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FOCUS ON: ALPHA XI DELTA HOUSE

Alpha Xi Delta was founded as a
national fraternal organization on
April 17, 1893 at Lombard College
(now Knox College) in Galesburg, Il-
linois. The Kappa Chapter, with a
membership of twelve, was estab-
lished at the University of Illinois on
December 15, 1905, the sixth social
sorority on the Urbana-Champaign
campus. Kappa is the only Alpha Xi
Delta chapter remaining in the found-
ing state.

Kappa Chapter was originally lo-
cated in two rooms at 405 East Green

Street which were used for chapter
meetings, informal gatherings, etc.
They moved to a rented house which
provided living facilities in 1906. As

o
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quite concerned about the continued
deterioration of the auditorium's plas-
ter detailing. Lack of heat over the
past five years has exposed the plaster
to freeze-thaw cycles that have begun
to delaminate this detailing. Pending
City Council approval, the Commit-
tee hopes to "winterize" the building
by fixing the roof leaks, installing a
new sump pump and electrical ser-
vice, and reconnecting the furnace to
supply minimal heat to the building.
The estimate for this work and for
winter utility bills is $21,000.

A fund raising campaign to raise
this amount got off to a grand start at
the Cultural Arts Festival/Taste of

Champaign. Over $500 was raised
that afternoon at the Orpheum Pres-
ervation Project booth where a four-
panel display explained the building's
significance and preservation efforts
to date. Over 70 people also signed
up to volunteer to help with this pro-
ject-proof of the level of concern the
community has for the future of the
theater.

If you would like to contribute to-
ward the winterization of the Or-

pheum Theater, please send your
contribution to PACA, P.O. Box 2555,
Station A, Champaign 61825. "Or-
pheum Preservation Project" T-shirts
are also once again available in a vari-
ety of colors and sizes: short-sleeved,
$10.00; long-sleeved, $15.00.

the chapter grew, additional space be-
came necessary. Because of the youth
of the chapter, they were unable to
acquire sufficient funds to build or
buy a house of their own. In 1908,
Kappa Chapter moved into a rented
house at 312 East Daniel in Cham-

paign, a house built for them by Mr.
and Mrs. Riley, members of the Busey
family with whom Alpha XiDelta had
begun to develop close ties. Around
this time, the alumni began a house
fund so that Kappa Chapter could
build a house of their own rather than

continue renting. The Daniel Street
house proved inadequate to serve the
growing chapter. Alpha Xi Delta
purchased the property at 715 West
Michigan Avenue from Paul Busey in
1928after plans to build on lots purch-
ased in what had become the frater-
nity district around Washington Park
fell through. The Busey property was
quite close to a sorority "district"
which was being developed on the
east side of campus.

The women of Alpha Xi Delta have
traditionally been active in sports and
dramatics. During the twenties,
Alpha Xi Delta was continually rep-
resented on the basketball, track and
tennis teams as well as in the hockey
club. Alpha Xi Delta was also in-
volved in philanthropy, with many
volunteers and officers of the
Y.W.c.A. The thirties saw an expan-
sion of Alpha Xi Delta activities into
many areas of university life, includ-
ing positions held with the Daily Illini
and the Illio, senior sports manager
of the Women's Athletic Association,

and involvement in the Terrapin
swimming organization and the Or-
cheis dance group. Community in-
volvement included activities in the
League of Women Voters.

Architecture

The Alpha Xi Delta house was de-
signed in 1914 by Joseph William
Royer for the Matthew W. Busey fam-
ily. Royer, who graduated from the
University of Illinois with a degree in- -
architectural engineering in 1895, was
city engineer for the City of Urbana
from 1898 to 1906. Royer is responsi-
ble for several Tudor Revival struc-
tures in Champaign-Urbana, includ-
ing the Urbana Lincoln Hotel (now
Jumer's Castle Lodge), Lincoln
Lodge, the Alpha Rho Chi profes-
sionaUsocial fraternity house and his
own residence now used by the
Omega Tau Sigma professional vet-
erinary fraternity.

The Alpha Xi Delta sorority house
is a good example of Royer's Tudor
Revival projects and is an excellent
example of the Tudor Revival style.
Its brick first story walls with elabo-
rate decorative patterns are con-
trasted with half-timber and stucco

cladding on the upper stories as is
typical of the Tudor Revival style.
Other typical Tudor Revival features
present in the Alpha Xi Delta house
include the two steeply-pitched front
facade cross gables; tall, narrow win-
dows in multiple groups with multi- -')
pane glazing; and tall chimneys con-
structed of patterned brickwork. Only
minor alterations, with respect to



bt.rlIding code changes have occurred
over time. Alpha Xi Delta has gone
to great lengths to avoid integrity-
threatening alterations and has main-
tained the original appearance of the
Hwelling.
Exterior

The Alpha Xi Delta sorority house
faces north onto West Michigan Av-
enue at the southeast comer of Busey
Avenue. The main or north facade of

the original building has three bays
in a symmetrical arrangement. The
outer bays each have a ground story
casemented bay window, sur-
mounted by a half-timbered projec-
tion with four casements at the sec-

ond story and a broad half-timbered
gable above with deep overhang and
carved verge boards. Between the ga-
bles, the central bay has a red-gray
slate roof interrupted by three small
equally spaced dormers, each with a
single casement and steeply-pitched
slate gable roof. Except for the dor-
mers, the roof pitches appear to be
about 12 on 12.

The first story brickwork is in com- _
mon bond for the lower half and En-

glish bond in the upper half, with an
alternating soldier course of three ver-
tical and three horizontal bricks
separating the two halves. The gabled
east and west ends are dominated by
large twin-pot brick chimneys con-
structed in an overlapping diamond
shape in plan. The second story of
the building is stucco and half-timber-
ing. .

The structure's windows are multi-

pane, wood casement, three lights
wide in most cases. The main win-

dows on the first floor are primarily
18 lights, while those on the second
floor are 15 lights. The main entrance
to the structure is a Tudor arch with

multi-pane, side-by-side doors. A
brick patio runs the length and width
of the structure on the north and west

sides, and is enclosed by a knee-high
brick wall. A secondary entrance on
the west side is an ordinary rectangu-
lar multi-pane door.

One of the two original arched
driveway entrances still remains adja-
cent to the far southeast comer of the
new addition at the rear of the struc-
ture. The two arches, which formed
a covered passageway between the
house and the original garage, have
been bricked in, enclosing an exten-

sion to the new addition.

The plan of the original structure
was L-shaped with a three bay facade
and a three bay depth. Sometime after
1938, a garage in the rear of the struc-
ture was converted and expanded
and the original carriageway enclosed
to provide extra study room. The re-
sulting plan is S-shaped. The addition
has a hipped slate roof and hipped
dormers, which are visible only from
the rear.

Other alterations to the structure
include the enclosure of the rear first

floor patio area and carriage shed.
These areas were located underneath

the second story rear porch and were
enclosed unobtrusively using similar
brick and multi-paned casement win-
dows. Since the area was originally
under the roofed structure, it is dif-
ficult to distinguish it as a later alter-
ation without inspecting the original
blueprints. The area now serves as an
informal television/sitting area. To the
east end of the dining room, a two-
story addition was constructed to pro-
vide a larger dining area. The first
story continues the detailed brick pat- - -
terning as well as use of multi-pane
windows. The second story stucco
and half-timber portion is a glass-en-
closed sun room with IS-light win-
dows running the perimeter of the
three exposed sides.

Interior
The interior of the structure is

dominated by the use of dark
mahogany. The first floor living room
walls are covered with three-quarter
height carved mahogany wainscot-
ing. Although the large ceiling beams
remain unaltered, the smaller cross
beams have been covered individu-
ally with dry wall and painted. Thus,
the beam effect remains, but not in
the original dark beam appearance.
The central fireplace in the living
room has been sealed off and the

chimney removed as a result of exces-
sive structural deterioration.

The entry hall area is dominated by
a mahogany staircase leading to the
second floor. Three arched entryways
leading from the living room are
framed in mahogany. The original
multi-pane doors to the dining room
are still intact.

Wainscoting, which originally ex-
tended out away from the dining

room walls and served as waiter stor-
age cabinets, has been removed to
allow more seating. A dumb waiter
running to the second floor hallway
has also been removed.

The master bedroom on the second

floor has a fireplace with an inlaid
ceramic tile front and original beam
mantle. A small, circular safe remains
unopened in the side of the chimney.
Off the master bedroom is an adjoin-
ing dressing room and bathroom. The
dressing room retains its original
floor-to-ceiling built-in wardrobe
closets' in mahogany. The doors on
the wardrobe have the original crystal
handles as well as beveled, leaded-
glass mirror panels. The bathroom,
like others in the house, has been
modernized with porcelain fixtures
and ceramic tile.

The large second story rear porch
is accessible by two entrances. One
of the entry doors is off the master
bedroom dressing room and the other
entry is from the small bedroom adja-
cent to the master bedroom.

The two other original bedrooms
have their own bathrooms, which
have been modernized. The bedroom

in the northeast comer has the adja-
cent sun room addition above the din-

ing room.
The garage addition at the rear of

the house provides additional kitchen
storage and study rooms on the first
floor. The area which originally
served as a second floor sitting room
at the rear of the house is now a hall-

way from the original structure to the
addition. The second floor of the ad-
dition includes student rooms and liv-

ing facilities for the house mother.
This article was taken from the National
Register for Historic Places nomination
form prepared by THE URBANA
GROUP. The sorority was listed on Au-
gust 28, 1989.
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"The past is a mixture of the natural
environment and the human environ-

ment-a unity that informs the pres-
ent, that teaches us lessons about who
we are and where we've been."-

former Arizona Governor Bruce Babbitt,
keynotespeakerat the 42nd National Pres-
ervation Conference



ORPHEUM V.I.P.'s
Facade Removal Crew

Perry Morris
Susan Appel
Rex Kummer
Hank Kaczmarski
Michael MarkstaWer

John Oliger
Don Allen

Jeff Carper
Charlie Butzow
Julia Kosarin
Stuart Muir
Mehrdad Azemun
Rebecca Dicke~

Art Zangerl
Alice Edwards
Paul Wertheimer, LPCI
Victor Wojnar
Karen Kummer
Cultural Arts Festival Crew
Susan Appel Leonard Doyle
Kent Snodgrass Clare Brown
Charlie Butzow Jason Dunn
Sharon Gunason James Hay
John Huston Karen Kummer
Barb Kent Rebecca Dickel
Kathleen Jones Mike Russian
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Please submit material for publication in the
next newsletter before 15th of month

Ed Probst
Alice Edwards

Antje Kolodziej
Mike Sweeney
Russell Vaky
John Garvey
Gisele Atterberry
Jane Hobgood

Elizabeth Fathauer

Danny Smith
Perry Morris
Bruce Creamer

Margaret Chambers
Victor Wojnar
Michele Tanner

New & Renewing Members

James & Mare Payne
Shirley Stillinger
John Reese
Mary Bruce
Dee Kroner
Sharon Gunason

Randy Estes
Mary Ann Topa & Robert Wise
Larry Birch
Dana Pratt

Mr. A.E. Ayers
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Avner

Fred & Nancy Delcomyn
Janet Whitson Macomber
Erin Tuohy & Greg Bliss
Laurie McCarthy & Mike Talkington
David Ellis
Carol Davis

Michael Markstahler

Professional Impressions Media
Group .

Marla Jones
Rebecca Adam
David Finet

Mary Lee Sargent
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Kolodziej

Volunteers in Preservation
Bob Swisher
Rex Kummer

IHank Kaczmarski
David Garner

Salvage Donations
University of Illinois
'Tom Ennis Excavation Service

City of Urbana
John Schmidt
Doug & Heather YostI

Mark & Carole Murphy
Marcia Orban
Mr. & Mrs. J. Locher
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Engelbrecht-

Wiggans
Rudy Ebeling
Dr. Albert C. England
Mr. & Mrs. Lachlan Blair
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