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Focus On: Smith Memorial Hall

The Tina Weedon Smith Memorial Hall is
eligible for the National Register of His-
toric Places under Criterion C, in the area
of architecture. Erected between 1916-
1920 to the plans of University of Illinois
architect, James M. White, the building is
an example of the Beaux Arts Classical
style on a campus of primarily Georgian
Revival structures. Integrity of design has
been maintained over the years. Since its
completion in 1920, the building has
housed the expanding School of Music,
and was the School’s only building
during its formative period when

hundreds of undergraduate and graduate '
- students were influenced by its renowned -

aculty and visiting performers to the
music department.

Introduction -

“...To raise the general level of educa-
tion of the people and to train leaders.”
This was the motto strongly promoted by
Professor David Kinley during his tenure
as president of the University of Illinois
(1920-1930). He accomplished this vision
by stimulating prospective benefactors
~ among the alumni. Initiating this era of
patronage, sprung the architecturally sig-
nificant Smith Memorial Hall. The Tina

Weedon Smith Memorial Hall, completed

in 1920, elegantly stands east of Foel-
linger Auditorium and just to the north of
two National Historic Landmarks, the
Morrow Plots and the Astronomical Ob-
servatory, a historically significant part of
the main quadrangle at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

History

As an officer in the federal army in the
Civil War, Captain Thomas J. Smith '
halted the company he was commanding
on March 6, 1863 during a march in pour-

ag rain outside a home in Woodbury,

Tennessee. Smith’s men entered the house
and devoured all the food they could
find. After being informed by the owner,
Mrs. Weedon, of the invasion, Smith or-
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to the National Register of Historic Places in honor of the centennial of the School of Music.

dered the men out when, for the first
time, he laid eyes on Miss Tina Weedon.
The following year, Captain Smith strug-
gled through enemy lines to marry Miss
Weedon, whereupon he reestablished
himself in Champaign, Illinois with his
new bride.

Mr. Smith practiced law and was an ac-
tive member of the University of Illinois

" Board of Trustees from 1897-1903, where

he became a vocal proponent of music
education. Mrs. Smith was a light-hearted
and high-spirited woman, with a par-
ticular fondness of music. On August 22,
1903 Tina Weedon Smith died.

In memory of his beloved wife, Captain
Thomas J. Smith donated real estate hold-
ings totaling $250,000 for the construction
of a music building for the University of
Illinois Department of Music. Never
before had the University been so
honored in accepting such a generous gift
that was not state appropriated. In -
Smith’s own eyes he noted, “While [ am
in no sense a musician, there is nothing
nearer to my heart than the development
of music. It is the greatest thing in the

world and contributes more to the happi- -

ness and pleasure of people than any-
thing within my knowledge, aside from
the necessary living expenses of human
beings.” : ; i

James McLaren White, university ar-
chitect and professor, was chosen to be
the supervising architect for the project.
White was the supervising architect of the
University of Illinois for almost a quarter
of a century, proving his participation as
a great contributor to at least eighty of the
major buildings on the campus. His first
major building project was the old
Library (Altgeld Hall) designed with
Nathan C. Ricker in 1896. Prof. White was
stated to have been more influential than
any other man on the material develop-
ment of the campus during his 43 years
on staff at the University. As Rev. H. Clif-
ford Northcott addressed at James
White’s funeral, “Here’s to the man who
plans things- Builds things- Makes things-
Who prates not of wonders of old, Nor
seeks to acquire treasures of gold, But
takes off his coat, and takes ahold, And
does things.” -

Smith was asked by Edmund J. James,
President of the University of [llinois, to






