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PACA's Salvage Warehouse: An
Economic Overview
Is there a plan in our chaos?
We are again highlighting the PACA Salvage Warehouse, in what has become a
traditional first issue of the new year,
Two requirements of a successful business are having a good market for our
goods as well as maintaining a high
quality supply. Our organization must
also depend on volunteers to staff and
maintain a facility that continues to attract customers. This article includes an
update on our search for a new
warehouse space, our financial status and
highlights of our past salvage year.

106 Water Street, the "new" warehouse space, in July with a newly constructed door rack. The
entire space is currently filled to capacity. All photos by Rich Cahill.

Our market
driver and trash disposal charges. This
resulted in a net revenue of $14,90 and is
an increase from last year's gross sales of
$17,588 and net revenue of $11,533. Rent
increased from $200 to $375 per month
this year, but repairs to our salvage truck
dropped from $1,518 to $394.
Because of successful sales, during the
past year PACA was able to provide
financial support for the following
projects: Channing-Murray Foundation
(Heritage Grant, $600) to help in restoration of stain glass windows, St. Patricks
Church (Heritage Grant, $500) to help
preserve archival material on micro-film,
the Forest Preserve's Wood/Robeson
House near Penfield for stabilization
($8,000), Ricker House at 612 West Green,
Urbana ($5,000) for stabilization and closing costs. PACA has also continued to
cosponsor the popular Kids Building Fair
at the Discovery Place; presen~ our annual Heritage Awards to honor recent restoration, rehabilitation or adaptive use of
historic buildings in Champaign County;
and conduct a very popular tour in
downtown Champaign. These grants and
activities would not have been possible if

Joseph, Tolono, Villa Grove, West Peoria,
Part of the reason for the success of the
salvage warehouse is that we have been
able to fulfill the needs of homeowners
and businesses. Through PACA they can
obtain items that may be unique or
needed to match an existing feature, such
as a door, floor, or trim. Although we occasionally advertise, we depend on our
loyal customers and members to get the
word out. We encourage new and repeat
customers to join PACA.
Items purchased from our warehouse
in 199~, besides staying in east-central lllinois, are now at home in California,
Hawaii, Indiana, Iowa, Maryland,
Michigan, New York, and Wisconsin. Although most of our customers rome from
Champaign-Urbana, many have traveled
over a hundred miles to get here Saturday mornings at 9:30. Among the cities
represented this year were: Arcola,
Bartlett, Bloomington, Cisco, Clinton,
Danville, Decatur, Fairmont, Farmer City,
Fisher/Gibson City, Gifford, Hoffman Estates, Ivesdale, Lake Forest, Latham,
leRoy, Mahomet, Mansfield, Mason City,
Mattoon, Monticello, Mowequa, Newton,
Ogden, Paxton, Philo, Rantoul, Ridge
Farm, Rossville, Sadorus, Schiller Park,
Sidney, Shelbyville, Springfield, St.

and WhiteHeath.

.

Most of the material purchased at the
PACA warehouse is used by private
homeowners in remodeling projects.
However, there are many examples in the
area where PACA salvage items have also
been used in commercial settings. Examples in'Champaign include The Blind
Pig, Cafe Kopi, Cll-cles, Dragon's Hoard,
Garcia's Pizza, Isotech Laboratories,
Matthew's House, Radio Maria,
Treebouse Consulting, and Village Green
Records. In Urbana salvage items can be
seen at Baxley Media Group, Cinema
Cafe, Lindley House Bed & Breakfast,
and Tony Novak Law Offices. In Monticello the Sage City Cafe and Steeple Gallery have installed our materials. We appreciate the support of these businesses
since there is often an added expense associated with installing used materials.
Gross sales for 1996 were $23,051;net
sales, after sales tax, were $21,646. Major
expenses for 1996 included rent ($3,825),
insurance ($1,325), repair and upkeep of
truck ($719), and $876 for miscellaneous
expenses. Included in miscellaneous expenses were materiills to build new
storage shelves, metal sandblasting costs,
the purchase of a 14.4 V power screw

.

it had not been for income'earned

through salvage sales. Last year salvage
sales represented 75% of PACA receipts.
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RichCahill with a true "project"doorfrom ilfarm houseeastof
Urbana.Thedoorhils beenrestored
and is nowin Mahomet.

Our supply
One of the unique fea_turesof the PACA
salvage warehouse is the large variety of
items in stock. A conservative valuation
made this summer of our inventory was
$25,000. This included 75 sinks, 275
doors, 2 bathtubs, 12-15 pocket doors and
hundreds of other items. In past years
many of the items in our stock came from
expansion and remodeling projects at the
University of Illinois. In 1996 this continued with materials obtained from the
remodeling of the former university
bookstore/photo shop (Arcade Building),
Horticulture Field Laboratory, and the
Henry Administration Building.
Approximately fifty structures salvaged this year were made available by
the University of Illinois, the City of
Champaign, Champaign Unit 4 School
District, the City of Urbana and private
developers. We especially salute Gary
Biehl, Cliff Carey, David Garne~ and
Steve Hesselschwerdt of the University of
Illinois; John Schneider, Tom Schuh and
Dorothy David of the City of Champaign;
David Grace and Gary Slade of the Champaign Unit 4 School District; and Mark
Replogle and Steve Cochran of the City
Urbana for helping to facilitate these
donations. Again this year there was a significant increase in the number of donations from 'individuals and businesses.
Among the individuals and businesses
that have contributed donations this year
were: Mr. c.P. Atkins, Tony Bamert, John
Beecher, Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Beecher,
Karen Brandecki, Carle Foundation
Hospital, Charles Casad, John Cheeseman, Kent Gapper, Jeff & Cathy Cunning-

Staircase
from Ul SJreep
Herder'shouseon St.Mary's Road,
Chilmpaign.It wassoldintact toafamily restoringa homein Gifford.

ham, Jack Dennis, Ruth Fleigel, Mary
Ellen Fleichli, Cindy & Peter Fonner, DarreI Foste, Marilyn Gabhart, Tom Garza,
Russ Green, Eric GriHith, Habitat for
Humanity, Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hill, Holy
Cross Parish, Hunsinger Enterprises,
Bruce Komadina, Fred Krauss, Mrs. Kurland, Marc Lobdell, Marcia McRae, Shirley Merriman, Pat Moyer, Sarah & Robert
Nemeth, Alice & Tony Novak, Ogden
Christian Church, Jeff & Dee Parkin, Gary
Perkins, Robert Porter, John & Judy Pringel, Dale Steffensen, Mike & Pam Trout,
and Phyllis & Joe Williams.
Some of the items received this year
were complete stair cases, oak flooring,
slate black boards, pedestal sinks,
fireplace. mantels, cast iron fireplace inserts, oak pocket doors, light fixtures,
claw-foot bathtUbs, wood shutters, porch
columns, ceramic floor tile, oak headers,
leaded glass windows, mirrors, corner
sinks, oak crown molding, porcelain door
knobs, cast iron floor registers, oak desks
and newell posts.
We encourage individuals and businesses to contact PACA when considering
discarding that unneeded door, tub etc.
However, we request that you call first
and not just drop things at the
warehouse. Our space is limited and
some items (old storm windows,
radiators, hollow core doors, painted
trim) we are unable to save.
Although we have had good a supply
of materials Qver the years, it has often
been difficult to store and display many
of our items properly. Our current salvage warehouse continues to be inadequate for our needs. In the.summer and
fall of 1996 We moved out of the Univer-

sity Avenue side of the building and consolidated our material into one of the
spaces that had been formerly occupied
by the Bush Brothers Co. and our
"newer" space on Water Street. This
resulted in a loss of square footage. However, in the process of this short move,
items were uncovered that probably had
not been seen for years; but, more distressing, because of water damage and
lack of space, eight pickup loads of trim,
windows and doors had to be discarded.
The current space is at full capacity and
some material is still suffering from leaks
in the roof.
A great deal of effort has been expended by a number of individuals in an
attempt to find new warehouse space.
This summer an offer was made to purchase a building in Urbana that unfortunately was rejected. Recently, we have
made an offer to purchase a building in
Champaign; the offer is currently on
hold. Owning a suitable building will
give PACA the opportunity to greatly improve the services we provide to the community. Imagine a building with dry
floors, lights, parking, adequate stOrage
and maybe even heat? We could offer extended hours, have a place to provide
resource information on materials and
building projects, and conduct hands-on
workshops. So, the search_continues for
an affordable, preferably historic, build'ing in Champaign-Urbana thathas adequate square footage, about 2500 or more
square feet, and visibility for the sales
operation. Members are encouraged to
contact PACA if they know of a possible
building.

A salute to our volunteers
The regular warehouse crew that keeps
the warehouse operation working
smoothly week to week includes: Rich
Cahill, Cheri Cheno~eth, Dick Elkin,
Gary Perkins and Bob Swisher. These
very dedicated individuals eagerly welcome more volunteers to help at the
warehouse. If you have an hour or so free
on a Saturday morning there is always a
long list of projects that involve organization/clean-up activities at the warehouse.
There is another much larger group of
individuals who work behind the scenes
during salvage operations and.
waretlOuse clean up days. They include:
Susan Appel, Tony Bamert, Jim Downs,
Terry England, Sam England, Clen Gerdemann, Al Friederich, Leo Hoponoa,
Hank Kaczmarski, Loren Kirkwood,
Karen Kummer, Rex Kummer, Mike
Miller, Perry Morris, Alice Novak, Mark
Replogle, Matt Riggs, Chris Stohr, Neil
Strack, Pius Weibel, and Art Zanger!.
Our future?
Stayed tuned. You may all be getting a
call to help with a moving party-keep
your fingers crossed. Meantime we will
keep on working to provide an important
resource to the people of east-central lllinois and help save materials from construction and demolition waste.
This article was written by Salvage Co-Chair
and Board member, Rich Cahill. To volunteer
for any salvageactivity, please caIIRich at

244-2532.
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Volunteers Gary Perkins and Jim Downs enjoy a recent salvage find from a house in Urbana.

Old House Journal

New Champaign Historic
Preservation Commission

Once again, PACA is offering OHI group
subscription rates. For $24 you can
receive this informative preservation/ restoration magazine and help PACA at the
same time. For gathering a minimum 12
subscriptions, PACA receives $120 an
easy fund raising project. New or renewal
subscriptions are eligible for this offer. If
you want to participate, but your subscription doesn't expire for a few months,
don't worry, your subscription will just
be extended. Send your name, address
and a check for $24 made out to PACA by
March 5; if renewing, a copy of your address label is helpful to insure correct
renewals.

-

The City of Champaign is seeking individuals for appointment to the new Historic Preservation Commission. Applicants must be residents of the City of
Champaign and should have an interest,
expertise, and/ or experience in History,
Architectural History, Architecture, Historic Architecture, Historic or Neighborhood Preservation Planning, Planning,
Archaeology, or related fields.
In November 1996, the Champaign
City Council adopted a Historic Preservation Ordinance as part of the City's new
Zoning Ordinance. The Historic Preservation Ordinance provides for the estab-

Membership Application P.A.C.A.
o NEW

o RENEWAL

o

Adult. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15.00

o
o

Student (1/2 time or more) . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .$10.00
Senior Citizen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00

o

Corporate.

o

ADDmONAL CONTRIBUTION

. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$75.00

NAME

ADDRESS
Make checks payable to: PACA, Box 2555, Station A, Champaign, Illinois 61825

lishment of a Historic Preservation Commission consisting of nine individuals to
be appointed by the Mayor. The purposes
of the Historic Preservation CommiSsion
are to:

.

.
.
.

identify historically significant structures or areas;
advise the Plan Commission and City
Council on applications for designations of historic landmarks and districts;
review and approve applications for
exterior architectural changes on
landmark structures and structures
within designated conservation or historic districts; and,
perform other functions as may be use.
ful/necessary to safeguard and enhance the community's heritage.

For further information, contact Chris.
tine Newbold iri the City of Champaign
Planning Department at 351-4486. To
receive an application form for the Historic Preservation Commission, please
contact the Mayor's Office at 351.4417.

Membership

Renewals

Please check your address label for your
current membership status. The date on
the label indicates when your dues were
last received. Membership benefits expire
one year after that date. To help PACA
save postage costs, please renew prompt.
Iy. Receivers of complimentary copies of
the newsletter are asked to joinPACA in
order to continue to receive the newslet.
ter and to receive additional membership
benefits. Thank you.

Salvage V.I.P.s
Bob Swisher

New &: Renewing Members
Michael R. Weber
Barbara, Jim & Matthew Peckham
Henri Merkelo
Hermie Kruidenier

Gary Perkins
Rich Cahill
Cheri Chenoweth
Glen Gerdemann
AI Friederick
Pius Weibel
Erica Franke

Mr. & Mrs. Lynn AItenbemd
Ruth T. Weinard
Charles Casad
Curtis Abert
Richard Cannon

Salvage Donations
University of Illinois
City of Champaign
Champaign Unit 4 School District
Redith Ewing
Robert Porter
City of Urbana
Jeff Mellander
Habitat for Humanity
Folletts College Book Store & Bruce Creamer

Galer.Unti Family
Walter & Marguerite Maguire
Dannel McCollum
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Seibold
Cheryl L. Prairie-Steber
Sally Foote & Thomas Wold
Ruth Youngerman
Ron Baker
Jeff Gordon Family
Dianna Visek
Marilyn Morris
Mr. & Mrs. E.R. Gordon
Anthony Bamert & November Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin C. Rae

Save the Date!

PACA Annual
Membership Meeting
Sunday
March 9, 1997
2-4 pm
Virginia Theater
203W. Park Avenue, Champaign
There will be a short business meet.
ing followed by the presentation of
the 1997 Heritage Awards and a
program on the history of the Virginia Theater and current renova.

tion plans.

Kathryn Anthony
Bill &Jamie Kruidenier
David Finet
Mrs. Irene Slottow
Bernadine Evans Stake
Robbie Farrell
Pius Weibel & Sue Feldman
Bert & Mary BariCkman
Caroline Hibbard
Sharon Rapp
James C. Bradbury
Anne A. Ehrlich
Karl Dane Wittrup
Norma Jean & John Gremer
Daniel R. Burke
Allan D. Eckel

Special V.I.P.
Kent Snodgrass

PACA Newsletter
Art Zangerl, President
Bruce Creamer, Vice-President
Tony Bamert, Secretary
Rich Cahill, Treasurer
Karen lang Kummer, Exec. Director
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