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Focus on: Champaign’s Masonic
Temple -

Freemasonry is one of the oldest secular
fraternal societies in the world. In order
to qualify for admission and membership
to this order, one must believe in a
Supreme Being. A man of any race or
religion that satisfies this requirement
and is of good distinction can join.

Freemasonry is neither a religion nor a
substitute for it. Men that join are ex-
pected to continue to follow their faith.
Three principles guide the Masonic order.
First is brotherly love, that every mason
will tolerate and respect the opinions of
others. Next is relief; charity is a large
art of all Masonic orders. Masons are to
care for their community both by
generous giving and through volunteer
efforts. The third principle that guides
Masonic orders is truth. All masons strive
for this, requiring high moral standards
and attempting to achieve them through-
out their lives.

Masonic orders demand that its mem-
bers respect the laws of their country.
Membership principles do not conflict
with members’ duties as citizens. In
reality, they should make members
stronger by pushing them to execute their
personal as well as public responsibilities
in a more thorough manner. The use of
the Masonic society to promote profes-
sional, religious, or personal interests is
forbidden. Politics and religion are ex-
pressly forbidden from being discussed at
meetings.

Freemasonry had spread from England
to the United States by the mid-1700s.
After an Antimasonic movement in the
early 1800s, the movement saw extreme
growth in membership. By the 1900s it
was estimated that 30-40% of all men in
the United States belonged to one of the
70,000 lodges. This was mainly a middle

‘lass Protestant movement since only the
best paid manual laborers could afford
the dues and Catholics were threatened
with excommunication if they joined. By
1914, the country’s 57 largest orders had
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Jefferson Building, 202-204 West Hill Street, was built between 1912-1914 for $90,264. If served
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as the Masonic Temple until 1970; it now houses offices. 1984 photograph by PACA.

a membership of over 15 million men,
with some participating in more than one
order. By the mid-1920s, the pinnacle of
the Masonic movement, estimates say
that about one-half of the country’s male
population belonged to one of the 800
Masonic orders.

The Great Depression had a huge im-
pact on the Masonic movement. Members
were unable to pay dues, hundreds of or-
ders ceased to exist, and many lodges
went bankrupt. The decline continued
after World War II with only a few excep-
tions, leaving the movement only a
shadow of its former self.

Masonry has attracted many influential
people from United States history, includ-
ing fourteen U.S. presidents: Washington,
Monroe, Jackson, Polk, Buchanan,
Andrew Johnson, Garfield, McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt, Taft, Harding,
Franklin Roosevelt, Truman, and Ford.
Many governors and senators have also
belonged to the Masons.

History of Western Star Lodge No. 240
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons

A petition for a Masonic Lodge located in
West Urbana, later named Champaign,
was filed on March 27, 1857. In April of
the same year the petition was approved,
granting West Urbana its local Masonic
Order. On May 11, 1857, the first meeting
was held at Whitney Hall, thus becoming
the first home of the local Masons. This
building was located on the southwest
corner of Main and Market streets.
Western Star Lodge No. 240 AF. &
A M. was granted its charter on October
7,1857. This charter was granted to
Alfred M. Whitney, John Dallenbach, A.P.
Hensley, M.L. Dunlap, W.B. Fowler, H.C.
Whitney, and N.C. Beasley. These were
most likely the same men that submitted
the original petition as the custom of the
time was to not add new names to the
charter. Alfred M. Whitney became the
first Master of the lodge and meetings
were held in his building until 1865.
Meetings for this lodge are held on the
second and fourth Mondays of each







