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Seventh Annual Salvage Report
The new millennium is also PACA's
Twentieth Year and its time for the Annual Salvage Report. Last year, a brief history of the salvage operation was given.
This year's report highlights the activities, donors, customers, and volunteers that made the 2000 salvage operations the best EVER.
The PACA Architectural Salvage
Warehouse has become the plare to be on
Saturday mornings. This is due in part to
the coffee provided by Columbia Street
Roastery (24 E. Columbia, C). Customers
can have a cup of coffee while they shop,
and seek advice and inspiration for
planned projects. A customer recently
commented that they missed the old days
when you didn't have to wait in line to
check out.
Yes..., we have come a long way sinre
our days on University Avenue, but there
is so much more we will accomplish in
the next year. Soon there will be a
resourre room with books and literature
to help research building projects. A computer will be available so patrons can
check out resources on the Web. In the
coming year we would like to begin offering hands-on workshops on practical
topics such as "How to Fix a Double-hung
Window. H you have topics that you are
interested in or, better yet, if you would
like to run a workshop, contact PACA.
Starting on April 4, the warehouse will
be open on Wednesday evenings from 4-7
PM on a trial basis. We hope this will provide our out-of-town customers a chanre
to stop in after work. In order to make
this effort successful, however, we will
need additional volunteers. Even if you
have only a few hours a month to volunteer that would be a great help. There is
always a need to sort and organize
material as it comes in or help with our
building projects.

2000'sMajor Salvage Operations
The first major salvage operation of the
year was the'former Sheriff's Residence
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and Jail adjacent to the Champaign County Courthouse. The building was
demolished, along with the modem annexes to the courthouse, to make way for
construction of the new county courthouse addition. In one day, nine volunteers saved 80% of the interior trim, two
sets of oak pocket doors, the oak entry
doors, and 14 interior doors. The year
ended with a significant volume of
quality oak trim, transoms, doors, ~d
stonework donated by Champaign County. This material had been stored in crawl
spaces under the old courthouse, having
been saved from past remodeling
projects. The material had to be removed
for the new courthouse addition and was
not needed for the planned renovation of
the historic courthouse. Bill Freyman,
Denny Inman, Alan Reinhart, and Larry
Johnson were instrumental in these two
very successful operations.
'
The second major salvage operation
was in Farmer City, where the Blue Ridge
School District built a new high school adjacent to their existing school. The
original high school, built in 1911, was
demolished to make way for a new gymnasium. As early as the faU of 1999, Mike
Richards began seeking permission for
PACA to salvage the school. Mike, Rich
Cahill, and Bob Swisher met with the
Board of Education in the winter of 2000
and outlined PACA's programs and the
benefits of saving the school's architectural elements. PACA was given permission to begin salvaging, starting at noon
on Friday, June 3, and finishing by Sunday, June 5 so that asbestos abatement
could proceed. Cotter Glass and the
Piano People donated the use of their
large trucks to help facilitate the operation. Dan Leasure, Mike Richards, Mike
Miller, Jim Miner, Kathy Reeves, Rich
Cahill, David Spears, Robert Nemeth,
Tony Bamert, Laurenre Mate, Darrel
Foste, Gail Taylor, and AI Friederich all
helped. Sixty slate black boards, 16 oak
newel posts, several storage cabinets,
maple flooring, and l00's of feet of oak
trim were saved.
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In August, The Pavilion treatment cen'ter gave PACA exclusive salvage rights
for two historic houses in the 800 block of
West Church Street, Champaign. PACA
volunteers carefully removed the
fireplace in one house that was later
shipped to corporate headquarters.
Pavilion staff members were given first
opportunity to purchase items saved
from the houses. This brought new customers into the warehouse, a number of
whom have since joined PACA. This arrangement al~ made the disposition of
the items much easier for the Pavilion.
Eight leaded-glass windows; oak window seats and columns; an oak stairway;
walnut, oak, and poplar trim; pedestal
sinks; a built-in bookcase; three oak pocket doors; and a long list of other nice
items were saved. Nina Eisner, Ray
Reese, and the staff of The Pavilion were
very helpful in arranging one of PACA's
most successful salvage operations.
Again this year, major apartment
developers in Champaign-Urbana
granted PACA permission to salvage
buildings being demolished for new construction projects. These developers were
Ramshaw /Smith (3 houses), Campus
Property Management (1 apartment
building), Wakeland Rentals (1 house),
and J51Properties, Inc. (1 house). Alex
Ruggieri, Leah Jay, Howard Wakeland,
Craig Wakeland, and Steve Johnson were
some of the key people who facilitated
these operations.
The University of Dlinois contin1;1esto
be a strong supporter ofPACA. In 2000
several houses, former businesses, and
agricultural buildings were salvaged. The
key people that continue to help PACA efforts are Steve Hesselschwerdt, David
Gamer, and Gary Biel.
The cities of Urbana and Champaign
also remain supporters of PACKs salvage
efforts. This year, a number of houses affected by the Champaign Library expansion and the Boneyard Creek detention
project in Champaign were salvaged. In
Urbana, som.e materials were saved
during the remodeling of Leal School and
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from houses demolished near the Urbana
Middle School. The personnel that have
made this possible include Mike Nichols,
John Schneider, and Steve Cochrane.
Other major donations came from the
following. The Villa Grove United
Methodist Church permitted salvage o(
their adjacent parsonage; lots of nice mission-style trim and doors were saved.
Sen. Stanley Weaver also allow~ PACA
to salvage his former funeral home at 302
West Green, U, Doors, stained-gIass windows, trim/ fireplace tiles, a walnut staIrcase, windows, and the porch columns
were saved. Rhett Wisegarver donated
three large doors, an ornate staircase, and
36 sets of brass door hardware that had
been ~ved from the Dallenbach House
on West Park Street, Champaign, when it
was demolished in the early 1980s. A
farmhouse near Royal was salvaged
thanks to Dale Busboom. Doors, porch
columns, nice trim, and a built-in buffet
were saved. The Kresge Building in
downtown Champaign was salvaged
during a major remodeling. Some of that
building's flooring was used to replace
damaged floors in the Ricker House.
Richard Marzke donated a metal panels
from an old school house in Loda that
had been converted into a garage and
was now being demolished. The ceiling
had a unique design and was a very
popular item at the warehouse. About 25
x 38 feet of the ceiling and 10 x 40 feet of
the metal walls were saved.
Numerous donations were received
over the past year from individuals and
business and these have been acknowledged in past newsletters. The donations
included seven stained-glass windows, a
set of large churCh entry doors, a marble
fireplace, and some classic bathroom fixtures. We greatly appreciate these donations, but once again request that you call
first. We cannot accept all donations because of space limitations and the
marketability of some items. We do not
take any appliances, storm windows,
screens, or hollow-core doors.
The Second Year at 44 East Washington
We continue to strive to provide a facility
where salvaged items can be stored and
displayed to make "shopping'~ safe and
easy. It is a constant struggle to keep up
with preparing and stOring incoming
materials. We are attempting to "price"
items as they arrive, but we cannot always keep up. Don't worry, we won't
have bar codes and scanners anytime
soon! Our pricing is based on what the
staff considers fair market value. Our
prices are less than "for-profit" architectural salvage centers, but we are not a
garage sale either. Prices are established

to keep PACA financially strong and still
provide good values to our custOmers.
This year the warehouse was totally
rewired and large PACA Warehouse
signs were installed. Construction of the
resource area, workshop, and an ADA
compliant bathrobm has made significant
progress. USeless old window air conditioners were removed with the resultant holes repaired by either Cotter's
Glass or patched by Pankau Masonry.
This summer we will complete the
workshop, resource room/office,
bathroom, and additional trim and door
racks. A con~te sidewalk is needed in
the front of the building and the yard
needs to be organized so that landscaping
can begin. The facade from Bab~itts
Bookstore needs to be appropriately
stored, or better yet, sold, and re-assembled as a storefront. (We are selling
the facade as a complete set only, $5,000.)
Our SecondAnnual Open House was a
great success, thanks in part to donations
from Radio Maria, Corkscrew Wme Emporium, Columbia Street Roastery, and
the hard work of Kathy Reeves. This year
the party will be on Sunday, October 7,
and it promises to better than ever.
Cooperation Works
Often during salvage operations we find
furniture that is in good condition. In
2000, PACA donated a significant number
of dressers, desks, chairs, and couches to
the Transitional Housing program run by
Ella Coleman for the City of Urbana. This
cooperation gets items to people who are
most in need, usable items are recycled.
and PACA does not become a used furniture store. PACA has also helped the
Champaign-Urbana Junior League with
their Festival of Trees fund-raiser. All of
the old doors used during the celebration
are on loan from PACA, although no acknowledgment of this contribution has
ever appeared in their program.
2000 Financial Report
Salvage sales in 2000 were $54,240, an increase of 57% over last year ($34.486) and
130% more than 1998 ($23,612), the last
year at our old University Avenue location! This dramatic increase in sales is
due in part to the sale of a number of
high value items including interior parts
from Babbitt's Bookstore, quality items
from The Pavilion properties, and the
Farmer City High School. Expenses associated with the warehouse were $7,549
for the mortgage; $4.88Qto rewire the
warehouse, and install exit and emergency lights; $2,300 to install signs; $3,003 for
state sales tax; $1,535 for property tax;
contributions to area non-profit groups
$1,893 (Old House Society of McLean
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CoUnty, Old Town Association of Danville, ERES, and the Blue Ridge SchoolDistrict, all of whom donated goods to
the warehouse); $3,500 to Pankau Masonry to remove the facade of Babbitt's
Bookstore; $1,204 for utilities; $918 in expenses for the PACA truck; and $1,148 for
construction projects at the warehouse
and other miscellaneous expenses.
This past year, profits from the
warehouse helped fund in part the.
Heritage Grants Program ($3,500), the
Ricker House Project ($31,594), newsletter
production and postage ($1,414), promotion/publicity ($1,704), the Annual Kids
Building Fair ($500), and our great membership party.
GoaJs for 2001
.
Last year, the Old House Society of McLean County opened their own salvage
warehouse (508 N. Madison, B). This was
due to the efforts of Bob Swisher, who
spent several days helping train their
volunteers in the art of salvaging, and on
how to display and price items. The
money raised from their salvage sales can
now help fund preservation efforts in the
Bloomington-Normal area.
PACA would like to see similar salvage
operations established in Springfield,
Decatur, Danville, and Charleston/Mattoon in cooperation with their local historic preservation groups. In Springfield,
the old 1927 Police Station is about to be
tom down for construction of the new
Lincoln Museum and Library complex.
The building has beautiful terra cotta
details on the exterior and architectural
elements in the interior that could be salvaged. However, timing and distance
make efforts based outside of Champaign
County very difficult for PACA without
the support of a local group. In Danville,
the historic Baum and Temple buildfugs
are also about to be razed by the city. The
Old Town Association of Danville is willing to provide volunteers to help save
some elements in cooperation with
PACA, but the Mayor of Danville refuses
to grarit access. A member of the Coles
County Historic Society recently visited
the warehouse and expressed interest in
establishing ties with PACA similar to the
ones we have with moomington.
The Great Wrap-Up
PACA again thanks all our loyal Customers, donors, and officials who have
made the PACA salvage warehouse successful. We look forward to another great
year and hope we can continue to provide a service to the people of east-central
Illinois and beyond.
This artide was wriHen by Rich Cahill,
Salvage Co-Clulirextraurdinaire.

Creative Uses of Archite~tural
Salvage Items
.
.
Every weekend someone comes. to the.
warehouse with a clipping of the latest
use for an architectural element Door
and window headers, metal ceiling
panels, and doorknobs are very popular
for projects. Porch columns have been
used in master gardeners' .yards; slate
blackboards have become counter tops;
and claw foot bathtubs are now outdoor
ponds. The following illustrations show
PACA salvage items reused in interesting
ways. Upper right: Carrie Busey House
corner blocks as a decorative mantel;
Lower right: Great Impasta's fauxlandscape with PACA windows and shutters; Below: Boltini's newel post with
decorative doll's head. (Photos by Cahill)
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MEMBERSHIP

o

CATEGORY:

P.A.C.A.

o NEW

o RENEWAL
Adult. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15.00

o Student (1/2 time or more)

.$10.00

o Senior Citizen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
o Family. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00

o

Application

Corporate.

ADDmONAL

CONTRIBUTION

. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$75.00

NAME
ADDRESS

email address:

Phone:
Malee checks payable to: PACA, Box2575,Station A, Champaign, Illinois 61825
Contributions

are tax deductible to the ...lent allowed by law.

Heritage Grants Available
Application forms for the 2001 Heritage
Grants are now available from PACA.
This year, up to $5,400 will be granted by
PACA to area non-profits for historic
preservation projects. Projects must involve preservation, conservation, and/or
education related to history, architecture,
or archaeology in Champaign County.
Categories are bricks and mortar, land ac~
quisition or relocation, professional feasibility studies, preservation education, and
interpretation. Up to ten percent of the
previous year's salvage receipts are given
back to the community through the
Heritage Grant Program. Call for details.

Save the Date
PACA Annual Membership
Meeting
March 25, 2001
Orpheum Children's Science
Museum
346 North Neil Street
Champaign
2-4 pm
A short business meeting and election of
three Directors will be followed by the
presentation of the 2001 Heritage
Awards.Tours of the theatre will also be
offered.

Salvage V;I.P.'s

Bob Swisher
Rich Cahill
Mike Miller
Darrel Foste
Dan Leasure
Mike Richards

Brett Steward
Anna Barnes
David Reichs
Robert Nemeth
Kathy Reeves
AI Friederick

One to Four YearMembers

Salvage Donations
LeahJay

C-U Convention & Visitors Bureau
Kathleen Anderson

Dale Busboom

Winslett/Bina Family
Ruth Wyman
Chalifoux Family
Karen.Werth
PIo Lanford
Bill Roberts
Barb & Bill Childers

City of Champaign
Mike Richards
Champaign Public Ubrary
Kay Kitchen-MaVan
St. Judes Catholic Worker House
Paul Kane
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff SChrader
Mrs. Shirley Taylor

Richard A. Kirkpatrick
New Members
Susan Phillips
Ashlee J.Roderick
Stephanie Roush-Brockman
Dan Rutherford
Jill Schreiber
Shapiro/Williamson Family
Derrick Short
Brent Stewart

New & Renewing
Memberships
(received since last newsletter)
Charter Members (1981-1983)
Mr. & Mrs. LynnAitenbemd
Dr. & Mrs. Victor Wojnar
SharonJ. Rapp
Ruth Youngerman
Over Ten Year Members
James C. Bradbury
Elizabeth Rogers
Perry Morris
William Kruidenier Family
Bob & Bernadine Stake
George T. Clayton
Dan McCollum
Richard Carmon
Ruth Fliege1
Caroline Hibbard
Five to Ten Year Members
Martin/Capel Family
Foster/Keller Family
Maguire Family
Mr. & Mrs. E. R Gordon
Mrs. Harold Kurzweg
Joe Donahue
Bette & Bob Leach

,

Emily Talen
Greg Williams
Paul Gordon
Jane Admundson
Ange Albsmeyer
Holly Barnhart
Larry D. Lustfe1dt
Penny MasseD
John Peisker
Tony Baffa
Randy Frederick
Pete Resnick
Robyn L. Scott

Remember to check your mailing label for
your membership renewal date. The date
shown indicates when you last renewed; .
membership runs for one Veilrfrom that date.

Gremer Family
Rick Piester
Peckham Family
Laurence Mate

PACA Newsletter
P.O. Box 2575, Station A, Champaign, n.. 61825
Dan Leasure, President
Trevor Jones, Vice-President
Kathy Reeves,Secretary
Jeffrey Gonion, Treasurer
Karen Lang Kummer, Exec. Director
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