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HISTORIC COHEN HOUSE
AVAILABLE FOR RELOCATION

The First Presbyterian Church of Urbana is
offering the historic Cohen family home
for relocation. A parking lot is planned for
the site, located at 511 West Elm, Urbana,
across Orchard Street from the church. In
granting the necessary variance for the
parking lot, the Urbana Zoning Board of
Appeals requested that the church give
consideration and adequate time to allow
the building to be relocated. In fact, the
church had already begun a quiet “word of
mouth” solicitation for parties interested
in relocating the building.

The Cohen House was built by Addie B.
and Nathan H. Cohen in 1890 and had
been in the same family until their son, Sol
Cohen, passed away on September 29.
The house is an 1890 “original”” with a
fairly elaborate unpainted Victorian interior
including pocket doors, beveled mirrored
fireplace, and “Eastlake”-style staircase.
Many of the original gas/electrical light fix-
tures remain as do some of the kitchen and
bathroom fixtures. The house has six bed-
rooms and is approximately 2600 square
feet.

The Cohen family was prominent in Urbana
history. Nat Cohen built the “Nat Cohen”
building (located at Race & Main in Urbana)
in 1882 to house his successful cigar manu-
facturing business, the building was en-
larged in 1890. Mr. Cohen was prominent
in Republican politics and was rewarded
with a seat on the state fish commission as
well as with the honorary title of “Colonel”.
Addie Cohen was the daughter of a pio-
neer Urbana family, the Bernsteins, who
operated the “Great Western Clothing
Store” in Champaign (located on the site
of the Lincoln Building). Both she and her
husband were very musically inclined and
their home was a mecca for musical and
conversational gatherings.

Their sons, Julius and Sol, were nationally
known musicians. Julius accepted a two-
year appointment at the Paris Academy of
Music and Sol played the violin in a
number of prestigious orchestras includ-
ing the Cincinnati Symphony and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra. Numer-
ous awards were bestowed upon both in-
dividuals during their lifetimes.

The First Presbyterian Church and PACA
are looking for individuals willing to re-
locate the house to a new site by March,
1989. Some preliminary work preparatory
to moving the house has been done and is
available to interested parties. For further
information contact the church at 367-8357
or PACA at 328-7222. If in the event the
house cannot be relocated, the interior will
be documented and a salvage sale arranged.

THE RIGHT TO OWN PROPERTY...
AND AMERICAN PRIDE

By Ryan Hedgepeth

The right to own property has contributed
to American’s pride in their heritage ever
since the early colonists split logs for their
cabins, sowed their beans, and shucked
their corn. Many of the original settlers
came to the New World because they
wanted the freedom to possess their own
plot of land, and not simply work on a
wealthy lord’s land. When they declared
their political independence, they established
definite rights of property ownership.

The right to own property enabled people
to pass on their property, especially land,
to the next generation. With each genera-
tion, individual and community pride in

their heritage increased as a sense of iden-
tity solidified and made Americans from
the melting pot of diverse peoples and
cultures.

Because land is a private and personal
possession, landowners feel more personal
responsibility and more incentive to main-
tain and improve their property. Land-
owners take pride in the work that they
put into their property, especially into
their homes, which are the most visible
signs of their efforts. If you see people
washing windows, mowing lawns, tend-
ing gardens, trimming bushes, framing a
porch, or pouring a patio, they are more
likely to be owners than renters.

The freedom to own property means that

housebuilders are also free to choose the
design they want according to local zoning

regulations and subdivision covenants.
There is no law dictating style. A drive
around the Champaign-Urbana area, for
example, will reveal a diversity of architec-
ture ranging from Victorian Gothic and
American traditional to Western ranch
and contemporary solar. The styles are en-
hanced by green lawns, decorative fences,
rock gardens, trees, shrubs, and flowers.
Ownership seems to stimulate improvement
and beautification.

As the freedom to own property is passed
from generation to generation, a sense of
personal identity is established in each
landowner. Each consecutive owner has a
little more history and past work to pro-
tect, but also something of himself to add.
For instance, I have a neighbor whose
personal conservatism is reflected in the






